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Course Syllabus
U.S. History I Fall 2021
Instructor: Brett Burgess


Dear Parent/Guardian, 

	I look forward to having a great year!  I feel fortunate to have your son/daughter in my class this semester and hope that you will contact me should you have any concerns about the progress of your son/daughter or any aspect of the instruction.  With your son/daughter, please read the attached policies, then sign and date this signature page and have your son/daughter return this form.  Please provide a current email address and phone number at which I can contact you should the need arise.  Please contact me at school with any concerns.

Thank you,
Brett Burgess


 My child and I have read and discussed the classroom syllabus.

Student Name (Print)  _____________________________________	Date ____________
Student Signature  ________________________________________	Date ____________
Parent/Guardian Name (Print)  ______________________________	Date ____________
Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________	Date ____________
Email Address(es) _____________________________________________________________
Phone number(s)  __________________         __________________         __________________
			            Cell			       Home				Work



Course Syllabus
U.S. History I Fall 2021
Instructor: Brett Burgess

Course Description:
This course will cover United States history from its pre-colonial period beginning in c. 1492 to the present. It covers all major aspects of American history during that period including: political, diplomatic, intellectual, cultural, economic and social. In addition, the course deals extensively with learning how to read, understand, analyze and interpret a wide variety of both primary and secondary texts together with the maps, graphs and pictorial materials associated with them. 

Course Objectives:
● Develop a generalization about the past in order to create theories of United States History and its development. 
● Come to conclusions about the development of the United States.
● Make predictions about the effects individuals and events had on each historical period. 
● Analyze major historical events through the eyes of diverse cultural and ethnic groups. 
● Analyze and interpret the causes and effects major events had on the development of the United States. 
● Evaluate the effects of political, social, cultural, and economic traditions on the development of the United States.

Classroom Rules and Expectations:
Students will be expected to be on time, be prepared, be respectful, and try their best. They will be expected to participate in all group activities, and communicate with the teacher. 

Accommodations:  Requests for accommodations for this course or any school event are welcomed from students and parents. 

Concerning Laptop Utilization: Student laptops should not be hard-wired to the network or have print capabilities. 2. Use of discs, flash drives, jump drives, or other USB devices will not be allowed on Madison City computers. 3. Neither the teacher, nor the school is responsible for broken, stolen, or lost laptops. 4. Laptops and other electronic devices will be used at the individual discretion of the teacher.

Turnitin Notice: The majority of writing assignments in this course will be submitted to Turnitin via the Schoology learning platform. The primary focus of this software is to help students become better writers and scholars. Turnitin generates a report on the originality of student writing by comparing it with a database of periodicals, books, online content, student papers, and other published work. This program will help students discern when they are using sources fairly, citing properly, and paraphrasing effectively - skills essential to all academic work. 

Students will have the opportunity to review their Turnitin originality report and will have the opportunity to make revisions before submitting their work for grading. Once their work is submitted, teachers have the opportunity to view the student's originality report and grade accordingly.  

Grading Policy:
Test grades will account for 70% of the 9-weeks grade, with the remaining 30% being determined by quiz/daily grades.  The grading scale is as follows:  A (90-100%), B (80-89), C (70-79), D (65-69), and F (below 65).  Grades will be a reflection of mastery of the standards.  Make sure all absences are excused as class work can be made up and graded for excused absences only.  The final exam counts for 20% of the final grade.  

Make-Up Work Policy:
 It will be the student’s responsibility to initiate communication with the teacher about making up a test. Students are expected to make up tests within three days of the excused absence. 10 points per day will be deducted for late work/tests.

Course Materials:
Pencil, paper, notebook, technological device

Texts/Required Readings:
All assignments will be on Schoology. There will be no textbook. 




Course Syllabus
U.S. History I 
Instructor: Brett Burgess


	18 - WEEK PLAN*

	WEEK 1
	Unit 1 The Beginning of America 1492-1754

	WEEK 2
	Unit 1 The Beginning of America 1492-1754

	WEEK 3
	Unit 2 The Road to Revolution 1754-1783

	WEEK 4
	Unit 2 The Road to Revolution 1754-1783

	WEEK 5
	Unit 3 A New Nation Emerges 1781-1789

	WEEK 6
	Unit 3 A New Nation Emerges 1781-1789

	WEEK 7
	Unit 4 New Political Beginnings 1789-1814

	WEEK 8
	Unit 4 New Political Beginnings 1789-1814

	WEEK 9
	Unit 5 Growth and Conflict in the New Nation 1815-1850 

	WEEK 10
	Unit 5 Growth and Conflict in the New Nation 1815-1850 

	WEEK 11
	Unit 6 A Nation Divided 1850-1865

	WEEK 12
	Unit 6 A Nation Divided 1850-1865

	WEEK 13
	Unit 7 Reconstruction 1865-1877

	WEEK 14
	Unit 7 Reconstruction 1865-1877

	WEEK 15
	Unit 8 From Agrarian to Industrial 1877-1917

	WEEK 16
	Unit 8 From Agrarian to Industrial 1877-1917

	WEEK 17
	Review

	WEEK 18
	Final 



* This syllabus serves as a guide for both the teacher and student; however, during the term it may become necessary to make additions, deletions or substitutions.
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