
Summer Reading Assignments 2025-26 
 

DMS Grade 8 Language Arts & Honors Grade 8 Language Arts 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 
JMS Grade 8 Language Arts & Honors Grade 8 Language Arts 

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 
 

LMS Grade 8 Language Arts & Honors Grade 8 Language Arts 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 

 
Overview of the Grade 8 Summer Reading Unit 

Eighth-grade students will use the summer reading texts to continue to develop 
their skills in citing text evidence to support analysis of what the text explicitly says and 
what is inferred from the text. The students will continue to determine a theme of the 
text and analyze its development. The design of this unit teaches students how to 
determine the meanings of words and phrases, in context, and how to determine the 
impact of certain words on mood and tone. In addition, eighth grade students will 
delve into informational texts, where they will look at how to cite text evidence to 
support an analysis of the text. Along with text analysis skills, students will continually 
improve their written communication skills by writing explanatory texts, focusing on how 
to organize their ideas into a cohesive and coherent product. Through the summer 
reading texts, students will also learn how to produce writing that is appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

 
Grade 8  Scope and Sequence 

 

Critical 
Literacy 

Digital  
Literacy 

Language 
Literacy 

Research 
Literacy 

Vocabulary 
Literacy 

C.L.8.1 
C.L.8.3 
C.L.8.4 
C.L.8.8 
C.L.8.10 

D.L.8.13 
D.L.8.14 

L.L.8.16 
L.L.8.17 
L.L.8.20 

R.L.8.26 V.L.8.28 
V.L.8.31 

 
 
 


