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	Course Description:

	American Government is a 9 weeks course designed for high school upperclassmen.  This course builds upon the foundation established through American History courses and focuses on the origins, structure, and functions of government across all levels in the United States. Students of this course will engage in the analysis of primary source documents, speeches, court cases, and relevant political commentaries in conjunction to the Alabama Course of Study (American Government).

	
	

	Course Objectives:
	1) To learn about the past and why it is important.  2) To understand the relation of past historical significance to the development and present state of government.  3) To develop refined social skills through interaction, cooperation, and discussion/debate.  4) To understand and interpret maps, charts, diagrams, graphs, symbols, and drawings.  5) To promote civil competence and civic participation of all students with an emphasis on critical thinking.

	
	

	Classroom Expectations:
	Students will be expected to abide by the Madison City and BJHS Student Code of Conduct at all times.  Common Sense and Respect for Everyone should be the prevailing attitudes demonstrated by students as well as the teacher to ensure a successful semester.  Students are expected to demonstrate developmental and emotional maturity sufficient to discuss and debate societal and governmental issues, problems, and possible solutions. Distractions, disruptions, or lack of effort will not be tolerated.  

	
	

	BJ Grading Policy:
	Test grades will for 70% of the students’ final grade.  Homework, daily assignments, and class participation will account for the remaining 30%.

	
	

	BJ Make-up Late Grade Policy:
	For online, assignments are usually done in week Modules. Modules will be posted on Monday mornings and you will have through Sunday night wo work on them. Anything that is not turned in by midnight Sunday night will have 10% deducted from the grade each day they are late. The only exception to this will be the final module. Everything in the final module will be due by the last day of the 9 weeks. Anything after will be counted as a zero.

	
	

	Text and Other Required Reading:
	There is currently NO required reading for students aside from the course textbook.  Teacher reserves the right to make such assignments if deemed necessary and with proper/timely notice to students. We will utilize textbooks in class—if a student desires to check out a textbook overnight or for the duration of the class, see the teacher and arrangements can be made. 

	
	

	Materials and Supplies Needed:
	Schoology will be utilized as the primary resource for all class assignments.






